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I will begin with a quote from el Maestro, Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos.  He said: “Aquel que no está orgulloso de su origen no valdrá nunca nada, por que empieza por despreciarse a sí mismo.” In this, he argues that those who are not proud of their heritage, their traditions, and their culture, can never fully become human, as they begin by rejecting their very essence.    


  

I believe this to be true.  Let me ask you, if we fail to become proud of who we are and where we come from, what do we have to build our futures with? If we deny of the tools that were given to us by our families and communities, what do we have left to construct a life for ourselves and our families? Without knowing ourselves and our people, we have nothing to build on. It is not possible to have a sense of direction without having a sense of self.   

  

The interesting thing is that, all of those who don’t want to see us succeed and excel know this all too well. Those who do not like seeing our communities thrive know that, if we develop a sense of pride on our heritage, if we begin to understand our abilities as a community that has the power to achieve its goals and claim its rightful place in society,and that is a place in equality, their goals of oppressing us cannot be achieved.  Those who do not want you to succeed because your success is a threat to their power know that if we deeply understand who we are and where we want to go, we, together, can change our social and political situations. 
  

Many of you have talked to me and others about the missing histories in your education. Many of you have expressed frustration and anger at the fact that for a long time, you were denied the right to know your history and the history of your people, whether it is Puerto Rican history, Mexican history, African American history, or any other silenced history that is represented here in this audience. Many of you have been in an educational system that also denies your language and the language of your ancestors. This is not accidental.  If we are not given the opportunity to learn and discover our place in history and society, how are we expected to build a hopeful future for our communities? Well, many don’t expect us to build such a future for ourselves and that’s a problem.

My hope is that, your education at the Pedro Albizu Campos High School has given you that sense of self that is needed for you to begin designing a successful life for yourselves and your families. I hope that all that learning you have done has also heightened your sense of pride on your culture, your traditions, your values, and beliefs. I have to tell you that working with the Humboldt Park community has heightened my own sense of self and my pride as a Puerto Rican woman.   

  

Let me tell you, I too had my missing histories, and this community has given voice to many of them.  I now have a better understanding of the struggles of our people, our communities that live in a place that fights to put us aside, to ignore us, and sometimes even to, like many say, send us back to where we came from. But we have already carved our spaces here and we intend to stay; but we won’t stay as anything other than ourselves. This community has given me a new and critical view on the experiences of the communities that we belong to. This experiences include the struggle with poverty, the many encounters with racism and discrimination, and the violence that often results from the difficult conditions many families are forced to live in.  

I also hope that we have learned about more than the struggle.  I hope we all have learned about the strength of our people. It is my hope that you all now have a deeper trust on the immense courage and the power of yourselves and your communities.  I hope that you all have now a deeper understanding of your roots so that you can grow to be strong human beings because strongly rooted people and communities can make great contributions to the diversity of society, as they are not threatened by difference and can give the world important lessons about openness and freedom.

But with that knowledge, that courage, that strength, and that determination comes great responsibility. So, I encourage us to take on this responsibility and become, not just great individuals, but great communities, and I mean communities of resistance and freedom. You have all been nurtured by a community that fights and resists injustice. I encourage you to grow and build, not only for yourselves, but for all those who share our struggles. 
I know that you all have big dreams for your careers and for your families. Let’s make those dreams part of something bigger. Let’s use our individual aspirations to the service of others and work together to build healthier, happier communities. It takes an immense amount of love to commit ourselves in such a way and in the time I’ve spent with many of you, I have witnessed and experienced you ability to love, to love intensely and passionately, to love the struggle, but also the resistance of your companeros.  And that love is what we need to fight together for the well being of our community. It is a love that is tied to a social responsibility and a commitment to change. So, my message to you is: be passionate about what you do, love your community intensely, and unite in the fight for social justice. 
Just like the motto of the cultural center teaches: "Live and help live", I urge you to work hard on your personal goals and dream big, but to work even harder to make your goals, goals that serve the common good. This school has given you the tools to become an active and engaged member of your communities. I hope that you all will honor that by contributing to your communities with a deep committed love for transformative change. 

I end by congratulating the Pedro Albizu Campos High School graduating class of 2009, but also all the family members, and friends of these wonderful students. This is your success. May these students' success reminds us to remain hopeful, to stay committed, and to be determined, just like they have been. It was my humble honor to be part of this celebration and even more an honor to be a part of this community. Thank you and congratulations.

       
     
  

