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Congratulations seniors, we have reached a pivotal moment in our lives, however the real question is: What are we going to do after this? And I am not referring to going to college or working or anything of that sort. Rather, what difference are we going to make in this world?

Here at Albizu Campos, we were taught to question everything and that one person can make a difference. It took Rosa Parks to question why she had to give up her seat on the bus, which led to the civil rights movement; it took Cesar Chavez to question why mostly Mexican farm workers had to work in horrible work conditions with low wages, which led to the creation of United Farm Workers, and better conditions for farm workers and immigrants. It took Carlos Alberto Torres to question the social structure that kept his people impoverished, under educated, incarcerated and their communities embedded with gangs drugs and violence, which led to the creation of the Puerto Rican Cultural Center and Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School. 

I think we owe it to three great people to become the best we can. I have only been in Albizu Campos for two modules and in those two molecules, I have learned a lot. I learned about my culture and myself. Before I came to Albizu Campos, I went to a predominately white high school in Urbana IL. I learned a lot, but in none of my history classes did they talk about Assata Shakur, the Black Panther Party or the Black Liberation Movement.

When I reflect back on that experience, I realized I had lost of sense of my identity. I had assimilated to a typical preppy white girl that I was proud of.  After sitting in Batey, Unity and African Diaspora class during my first week of school, I was ashamed that I didn╒t know anything about my people and their struggles in the past or present. With that being said, I encourage you seniors to continue being active in your communities, take what we learned about community building to make a difference in your community.

Seniors, I have great expectations that I know you can meet. I expect you to stand up against injustice. I expect for you to live up to all your potential and never tell yourself you can╒t.  I expect for you to continue your education. I expect you never to give up on yourself and know that you do anything with a little faith and hard work. But most importantly seniors, I expect you to be leaders, because we are truly the future.

Just as I have expectations of my fellow seniors, I have expectations for faculty that we leave behind. I expect you to continue pushing us to be the best that we can. I expect you to continue pushing us to use critical thinking. I expect you to continue holding us accountable for our actions and make us take responsibility for the things we do. But most importantly teachers, I expect you to keep your curriculum experience and cultural based, so that we are just not meeting the State of IL benchmarks but that we are also learning about ourselves and our communities and the struggles around us.

I want to say thanks to my teachers for pushing me beyond the State of IL benchmark. I want to say thanks to Judy for making me own up to my actions and showing me how to be a responsible student and adult. I want to say thanks to Ruben and Carlos Contreras, for being that listening ear, and helping me get through this semester. I want to say thanks to Matt for being an awesome principal. I have never ever met a principal who care so much about his students and their well being until I came here. I want to say thanks to my graduating class for making our last semester a blast. I want to say thanks to my mom for taking me in. My sister Tomika and Tangela for not giving up on me. Last but not least, Rosa Parks, Cesar Chavez and Carlos Alberto Torres.

Seniors, one last thing before I end, remember that we are the masters of our fate and captains of our souls. Congratulations Class of 2009

WE DID IT.
