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Hello to all parents/guardians! Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year! [ want
to personally congratulate the families of our students for all of your hard work
to ensure your children don’t give up on their education.

This year, we have several goals that we are trying to reach. We want to have
90% attendance (we average 80-85%); we want to have 90% of the students
that start with us in September, finish with us in June (we average 70-75%); we
want to have 90% of our students show mastery on the Illinois State Standards
(we average 75-85%).

In addition, we want our students to be: critical thinkers; proud of their
cultural heritage; and active members of their communities, working to solve
real social problems. Of course, this will only come with the support and
strength of you, our students’ families. Below is a list of tasks that families can
do to help contribute to this goal.

Attendance: STUDENTS NEED TO BE HERE AND ON TIME

* Review our calendar that is included in this envelope so that you know
what days your child has off, and what days they do not.

* According to charter law, a student can only have 18 absences (excused or
unexcused) in the ENTIRE SCHOOL YEAR. Keep that in mind and remind
your child of the same thing.

* (lass begins at 8:30am. If students walk into the school at 8:30, by the time
they get to their classroom they will be late. Help them understand that
they need to be in their class when class begins.

Academic Scholarship: STUDENTS HAVE HOMEWORK

* Our classes are aligned to the Illinois State Standards (what the State
requires that all students should learn).

* Our classes prepare students for college level work.

* Our teachers are trained to prepare students for college.

*  When a student graduates from our school, their diploma is accepted in
ANY College, University, or Vocational Training program.

* Starting in October, ALL students will have a Student Handbook that
contains Student Planner, where they will need to mark down their
homework and assignments. Go over the handbook with your student.
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Student Discipline: OUR SCHOOL HAS RULES

* In the Student Handbook, all students will have the school’s rules and regulations. It is VERY
IMPORTANT that you are familiar with those rules. Please read them and call the school if you
have any questions.

Student Health: HEALTHY BODY = HEALTHY MIND

* Please help us encourage our young people to EAT HEALTHY, REST WELL, and EXERCISE!

* Many of our young people are not doing these things, so when colds go around, or the flu, our
young people’s body’s are not healthy enough to fight them off. Then they are absent.

Student Fees: OUR SCHOOL DOES NOT RECEIVE A LOT OF MONEY

* The student fee of $200 is something that helps our school make ends meet. We try to do
activities with students that are different from those of larger public schools. We reward
students who have done well in our school by taking them to New York for an East Coast
College tour in December. We also do four ALL SCHOOL field trips during the school year.
Paying for buses as well as entry fees to locations is not easy, but is very important for the
learning experience of our young people.

* If you are having a hard time paying the fee, there are alternatives. For example, several
parents have already signed up for a security shift with the school. This is a good way to get to
know the school better, but also to earn money toward the $200 student fee. Parents can sign
up for a four and-a-half hour shift and earn $40 toward the student fee. With five shifts, they
will have paid off fee. CALL THE SCHOOL AND ASK FOR MS. OLGA DIAZ FOR MORE DETAILS.

Participate in our parent activities

*  We have two “Grade Day Celebrations” that are in the form of open houses. Parents and
families have the opportunity to meet the teachers and mentors as well as the administrators.
Questions can be asked and answered about grades, about tardiness, and about behavior.
PLEASE make the effort to be here with us, WE NEED YOUR HELP.

* There will also be parent meetings called by me, the Principal, to inform the parents of
opportunities that the school will offer. Some examples of discussion topics include: after
school programming; ways that parents can check on student progress before “progress
reports” and “quarter grades”; upcoming events and activities; programs and services that are
offered in the community to help families financially; etc. Our first meeting will be on FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 23 at 6pm (refreshments provided).

| welcome any questions, visits, or comments from parents, please feel free tdhaalk you for your
time and consideration and | look forward to meeting you all and having a successful schoBlgase.
call Olga Diaz to confirm your attendanioe FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2009 Parent meeting at 6pm.

Sincerely,

N

Matthew Rodr'guez
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